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We know it’s a bit hard to get your head around all the things Las Vegas has to offer (and I’m sure your time is limited!) so to help your travel planning here is our tried and tested 
Las Vegas guide for Aussies and Kiwis.
First up, take a look at this link which is a fabulous ‘How to Vegas’ guide for first timers, honeymooners, socialites, hipsters and everyone in between.
http://www.visitlasvegas.com/vegas/features/how-to-vegas/ 

1. Hotels- There’s never been a better time to travel to Las Vegas – the Aussie dollar is strong and there’s been a huge amount of development in Las Vegas over the last two years which means room rates are extremely attractive and your dollar will go further than ever! 

Here are our personal suggestions- 

Five Star- Wynn, Encore, Bellagio , Aria Resort & Casino, Vdara, The Venetian, Caesars Palace, and The Cosmopolitan which opened in December 2010. The Cosmopolitan boasts suites with private balconies over the Las Vegas Strip and sits opposite Planet Hollywood right in the centre of the Las Vegas Strip. 
* In our opinion, these are the crème de la crème of Las Vegas hotels. They each have their own “wow” factor and if it’s luxury and VIP service that you’re looking for then you should definitely consider these hotel options. 

Four Star- The Mirage, TI, Planet Hollywood
Three Star- Ballys, Flamingo, Harrahs
Go to our website to search for more accommodation options. 

2. Shopping- Load up the shopping bags because Las Vegas is shopping heaven. From bargains to bling, Las Vegas has it all. As a general observation, clothes and electronics are considerably cheaper in the US. You’ll find heavy reductions at three main Factory Outlets all located within 30 minutes of the Strip (Fashion Outlets of Las Vegas, Las Vegas Premium Outlets and Las Vegas Outlet Centre). Other fabulous shopping venues that you won’t want to miss are: The Forum Shops in Caesars Palace, Grand Canal shoppes at The Venetian, Fashion Show Mall and Miracle Mile shops at Planet Hollywood. 
3. Clubs and Pool Parties- As important as the protein on your plate. Club fans; hit the hottest hot spots in town: Tryst at Wynn, XS at Encore, Pure at Caesars Palace, LAX at Luxor, Jet at The Mirage, Ghost Bar, Rain and the Playboy Club at Palms and Haze at Aria. 

If you’re a sun worshipper make sure you check out a Las Vegas pool party in the warmer months from March- October. Think DJ’s spinning tunes, cabanas, swim-up gaming tables and day beds.TAO beach at Venetian, the newly opened Encore Beach Club, Rehab on Sundays at the Hard Rock hotel, Ditch Fridays at Palms Pool and Wet Republic at MGM Grand. If you want a more chilled out pool experience go to Relax on Mondays at the Hard Rock, Venus Pool Club and the breathtaking Garden of the Gods pools at Caesars Palace

4. Shows- Las Vegas is the Entertainment Capital of the world! From Showgirls to Santana to Broadway performances and Cirque Du Soleil there is something for everyone and all budgets. As well as world-class resident performers (Barry Manilow, Crazy Horse, Jersey Boys) you also have a myriad of artists who make Vegas a priority stop on their world-wide tours, think Fleetwood Mac, The Rolling Stones and The Killers. Our only suggestion is to pre-book and check what shows will be on when you’re in town as they sell-out. Click here to search and view shows that will be playing when you’ll be in town and download the Las Vegas 2011 showguide here.

5. Spas- Las Vegas is the ultimate destination to relax, refresh and regroup. Spas in Las Vegas are as varied as the resort hotels and casinos that house them. The Bathhouse at Mandalay Bay, QUA at Caesars Palace, Spa Bellagio and The Spa at ARIA will make you think you’ve died and gone to spa treatment heaven. You can also run a spa search on our website. 

6. Vegas and Beyond- If booze, bars and Barry Manilow aren’t enough to get your adrenaline pumping, don’t forget one of the natural wonders of the world - the Grand Canyon. Take a bus, helicopter or plane but just make sure you have a minimum of four hours to spare door to door. You can also visit Red Rock Canyon which is about 30 minutes from the Las Vegas Strip. With so many companies to choose from you can run a search on our website; we can also recommend Maverick Helicopters, Papillon and Heli USA. 
7. Free Shows and Attractions- Las Vegas is brimming with free entertainment like the dancing Bellagio Fountains, Sirens of TI, exploding volcano at The Mirage and the world’s largest chocolate fountain at Bellagio. Download the latest copy of free attractions from our website here.

8. Fremont Street- At night Las Vegas is truly amazing (it is known as the brightest city in the world after all!) and there’s no better way to get around than in a Hummer or party bus. We recommend taking a ride to the amazing Fremont Street Experience in Downtown Las Vegas about 15 minutes north of the Las Vegas Strip. This free nightly show and its 12.5 million lights which run for five blocks will be sure to amaze. 
9. Dine & Fuel up- Assuming it's going to be a long day and an even longer night you’ll need some sustenance to get you through. Las Vegas is jam packed with dining options for every taste and budget. Head to the immortal Vegas icon — the buffet. Some of the outstanding options include the buffets at the Wynn, Bellagio, TI as well as the Spice Market Buffet at Planet Hollywood. For casual dining head to Diablo’s Cantina, Pink Taco, Mon Ami Gabi, Hard Rock Café, Tacos and Tequila and Serendipity. Finally if you want to indulge don’t miss Sushi Samba at Palazzo, Alex at Wynn, Joel Robuchon at MGM Grand and Aureole at Mandalay bay. 
Search for dining options in Las Vegas here. 

10. Get your blood pumping, then disco nap- For thrill rides don’t miss The Rollercoaster at New York New York and for all you serious adrenalin junkies take a trip to the Stratosphere Tower where you’ll be catapulted, dropped and spun on rides 100 feet in the air and then you can even jump off on the latest attraction SkyJump.

11. Golf & Sports- Las Vegas enjoys 294 days of magnificent sunshine a year making a round of golf possible almost every day. With more than 55 golf courses in the area, Las Vegas is host to some of the finest golf courses in the country. Come play original course designs by great players and architects like Jack Nicklaus, Raymond Floyd, Tom Weiskopf and Arnold Palmer. Click this link for more golf info and here for the Sports guide.

Discounts?
Best Vegas Attractions offer a wide range of discounts to tours, shows and activities in Las Vegas. Click here to download their Coupon Booklet which contains over $1,000 worth of savings. 

To help your Las Vegas planning you can download a copy of all our Las Vegas Visitor Guides and also visit our website for more information- www.VisitLasVegas.com.au. We’re also on Facebook so make sure you ‘fan’ us so we can give you the Las Vegas low-down. 
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